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dizement. Sin-shar-ishkun and his Assyrian army
were driven back from northern Babylonia into
Assyria, and Nabopolassar at once possessed him-
self of the new provinces. The Manda pushed on
after the Assyrians, retreating toward Nineveh.
Between them there could only be the deepest
hostility. In the forces of the Manda or Scythi-
ans * there must be inhabitants of provinces which
had been ruthlessly ravaged by Assyrian conquer,
ors. They had certainly old grievances to revenge,
and were likely to spare not There is evidence
in abundance that Assyria was hated all over
western Asia, and probably also in Egypt. For
ages she had plundered all peoples within the
range of her possible influence. Everywhere that
her name was known it was execrated. The voice
of the Phoenician cities is not heard as it is lifted
in wrath and hatred against the great city of
Nineveh, but a Hebrew prophet, Nahum, uttei-s
the undoubted feeling of the whole Western world
when, in speaking of the ruin of Assyria, he says,
" All that hear the bruit of thee [the report of thy
fall] clap the hands over thee: for upon whom
hath not thy wickedness passed continually?'1 *

Nabopolassar did not join with the Manda in
the pursuit of the Assyrians, for he was anxious
to settle and fix his own throne and attend to the

1 The name Manda in the Babylonian texts applies to the same peoples
that are called Sakse or Scythians by the Greeks. See Delattre, Le Pmph
et PMnpire des Mecles, p. 190; "Winekler, UnterwcJLungcn zitr alforientat*
tschen Gesehichte, pp, 112, 124, 125,
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